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To His GRACE the 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 


And to the Lo Rx DS the 


B. IS HA 


OF THE 


Province of CANTERBURY, 


In Convocation Aſſembled, 


This REPRESENTATION from the 
CLERGY of the Lower Houſe of 
CONVOCA THO. 


Humbly Sheweth, 


$68:%8% HAT, with much Grief of Heart, 
3 88 We have obſerv'd, what, in all 
38 7 : dutiful Manner, We now Re- 


3 8 8 preſent to Your GRACE and 


Your Lox psHiPps, That the 
* Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Bangor, 


| hath given great and grievous Offence, by 


certain Doctrines . Poſitions by him lately 
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publiſhed ; partly in a Sermon, intituled, The 
Nature of the Ring dom or Church of CHRIST: 
And partly in a Book, intituled, 4 Preſerva. 
tive againit the Principles and Practices of the 
Man- Jurors both in Church and State. 2 


* 


The Tendency of the Doctrines and Po. 
ſitions contain d in the ſaid Sermon and Book, 
is once d te be, 


( 1.) Fir#, To ſubvert all Government and 
Diſcipline in the Church of ChRIS᷑T, 
and to reduce his Kingdom to || 


”* 


State of Azarchy and C onfuſion. 


( 2.) Secondly, To impugn and impeach the 
regal Supremacy in Cauſes Eccleſi- 
aſtical, and the Authority of the Le- 
gillature, to inſorce Obedience in Mat- 
ters of Religion, by Civil Sanctions, 


The Paſſages in the Sermon and Book afore- 
faid, which are conceiv'd to carry the evil 
Tendency expreſs'd under the firſt Article, 
are principally theſe that follow : 


bo 8 E RMO N, At Page 11. Octavo Edit. 


His Lordſhip affirms,---* As the Church of 
« Chriſt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, He him- 
4e ſelf is King: And in this it is implied, That 
& He is himſelf the ſole Lawgiver to his Sub- 
* jets, and Himſeif rhe ſole Judge of their 
* Bohaviour, in the Affairs of Conſcience and 
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« eternal Salvation: And, in this Senſe there: 
« fore, his Kingdom is not of this World; 
© That he hath, in thoſe Points, left behind 
him no viſible humane Authority, no Vice» 
6 gerents, who can be ſaid, properly, to ſup, 
« ply his Place; no Interpreters upon whom 
his Subjects are abſolutely to depend; no 
judges over the Conſciences or Religion of 
© his People.“ This Paſſage ſeems to deny 
all Authority to the Church, and, under 
Pretence of exalting the Kingdom of Chr7#, to 
3 it without any viſible humane Authority 
to judge, cenſure, or puniſh Offenders, in the 
Affairs of Conſcience and eternal Salvation. 

Which will be confirm'd by the Paſſage next 
to be produc'd, Page 15, 16. — © If therefore 
the Church of Chri# be the Kingdom of 
Chriſt; it is eſſential to it, That Chri# him- 
ſelf be the ſole La w- giver, and ſole Judge of 
* his Subjects, in all Points relating to the Fa- 
* your or Diſpleaſure of Almighty Gop ; and, 
That all his Subjects, in what Station ſoever 
they may be, are equally Subjects to him; and 
that no One of them any more than another, 
' hath Authority either to make new Laws 
for Chri's Subjects, or to impoſe a Senſe 
upon the old Ones, which is the ſame thing; 
or to judge, cenſure, or puniſh the Servants 
' of another Maſter, in Matters relating pure- 
ly to Conſcience or Salvation. If any Per- 
' ſon hath any other Notion, either thro? a 
long Uſe of Words with inconſiſtent Mean- 
ings, or through a Negligence of TRE 
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4 ſet him but ask himſelf, Whether the Church 
ic of Crit be the King gdom of Chri# or not: 
64 And, if it be, Whether this Notion of it 
& doth not abſolutely exclude all other Legiſla- 
* tors and Judges, in Matters relating to Con- 
e ſcience or the Favour of Gop; Or, Whether 
© jtcan be his Kingdom, if any mortal Men 
1 „ have ſuch a Power of Legiſlation and Jude. 
ment in it. C 
To the ſame Senſe he ſpeaks, Page 25.— 
% No one of his Subjects is Law-giver and 
« Judge over others of them, in Matters re- 
lating to Salvation, but He alone.” 
be'admitted, there neither is, nor hath been, 
fince our Sayiours Time, any Authority in the 
Chriſtian Church, in Matters relating to Con- 
ſcience and Salvation ; not even in the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves : But all Acts of Government in 
ſuch Caſes, have been an Invaſion of Chriſt's Au- 
thority, and an Uſurpation upon his Kingdom. 
To which Effect his Lordſhip further ex- 
iN himſelf, Page 14. When they (i. 
any Men on Earth) make any of their own 
&« Declarations or Deciſions, to concern and 
« affect the State of Christ's Subjects, with re- 
" 4 gard to the Favour of God: This is ſo far 
the taking Chrii”s Kingdom out of his 
% Hands, and placing it in their own. Not 
4 js this Matter at all made better, by their 
« declaring themſelves to be Vicegerents, ot 
* Law-makers,or Judges under Chr:t,in order 
<< to carry on the Ends of his Kingdom. 
Which 


If the Doctrine contained in theſe Paſſages | 
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Which Words are not reſtrain'd to ſuch De- 
ciſions, as are inconſiſtent with the DoQrines 
of the Goſpel ; as appears, not only from the 
eneral Manner in which he hath expreſs'd 
himſelf, but from his direct Words, Page 15. 
« And whether they happen to agree with 
« him, or to differ from him, as long as they 
« are the Law-givers, and Judges without any 
« Interpoſition from Chri#, either to guide or 
correct their Deciſions, they are Kings of 
« this Kingdom, and not Christ Jeſus.” —— 

Whether theſe Paſſages exclude the ſacred 
Writers, as well as others, from making Deci- 


ſions, and interpreting the Laws of Chri#, Your 


Lordſhips will judge by a Paſſage, Page 12.— 
« Nay, whoever hath an abſolute Authority to 
« interpret any written, or ſpoken Laws, it is 
« He who is truly the Law-giver, to all Intents 
“ and Purpoſes, and not the Perſon, who firſt 
« wrote or ſpoke them.” When a Diſtinction 
is made between the Interpreters of the written 
and ſpoken Law, the ſacred Writers ozly can be 


meant by the Latter: Others have had the 


written Law ; They only, of all Interpreters, 
heard it ſpoke by Chri#. And his Lordſhip 
has left us only this Choice, either to deny 
their Authority to interpret the Laws of Chriſt, 
or to charge them with ſetting up for them- 
ſelves, in oppoſition to their Maſter. | 

Theſe Doctrines naturally tend, to breed, 
in the Minds of the People, a Diſregard to 
thoſe who are appointed to rule over them: 


Whether his Lordſhip had this View, the fol- 


low- 
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lowing Paſſages will declare, Page 25. 


„„ The Church of Chri# is the Number of 

& Perſons, who are ſincerely and | willingly 
& Subjects to him, as Law-giver and Judge, 
in all Matters truly relating to Conſcience, 


Sor eternal Salvation. And the more «(c/+ 


„ and immediate this Regard to him is, the more 
& certainly, and the more evidently true it is, 
“ that they are of his Kingdom.” And Page 
31, © If Chri# be our King, let us ſhew our 
“ ſelves Subjects to him alone, in the great 
&« Affair of Conſcience and eternal Salvation: 
“ and without Fear of Man's Judgment, live 
«* and act, as becomes thoſe, who wait for the 
« Appearance of an all-knowing and impar- 
« tial Judge; even that King, whoſe King- 
dom is not of this World,” | 5 

To theſe Doctrines his Lordſhip's Deſcription 
of a Church doth well agree: He aſſerts Page 
17, —*© That it is the Number of Men, whe- 
& ther ſmall or great, whether diſperſed or 
united, who truly and ſincerely are Subjects 
to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their Law-giver 
* and Judge, in Matters relating to the Fa- 
« vour of Gop, and their eternal Salvation.“ 
And Page 24.—- The groſſeſt Miſtakes in 
Judgment, about the Nature of Chri it's 
* Kingdom or Church, have ariſen from hence, 
< that Men have argued from other viſible 


Societies, and other viſible Kingdoms of this 


* World, to what ought to be viſible, and 
* ſenſible in his Kingdom.“ And Page 25. 
We muſt not frame our Ideas from the 
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Kingdoms of this World, of what ough 
to be, in a viſible and ſenſible Manner, in 

Againſt fuch Arguings from viſible Socie- 
ties, and eartbly Kingdams, his Lordfhip 
ſaith, our Saviour bath poſitively warned us, 
Page 25. and yet the Scripture-Repreſentati- 


ons of the Church, do plainly expreſs its re- 


ſemblance to other Societies, in many re- 


ſpects. And we preſume, his Lordſhip could 


not be ignorant of the 19th Article of our 
Church, Intituled, Of he Church, viz. The 
viſible Church of Chriſt is a Tongregatign 
of faithful Men, in the which the pure 
102d of Gad is pꝛeached, and the Sacra- 


ments be duly adminiſtred, accoming to 


Chriſt's Ozdinance, in all Things that ot 
Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. Tho?, 
in difparagement of this Article, by himſelt 
ſolemnly and often acknowledged, he afſerts, 
Page 10-— That the Notion of the Church 
* bath been fo diverſify'd, by the various 
* Alterations it hath undergone, that it is 
„ almoſt impoſſible, ſo much as to number 
* up the many inconſiſtent Images, that 
have come, by daily Additions, to be unit- 
* ed together in it. 5 

We wiſh, that in his Lordſhip's Account, 


no Images, neceſſary to form a juſt and true 


Notion of the Church, had been left out; He 
omits even to mention the Preaching the 
Word, or Adminiſtring the Sacraments : 
One of which, in hs Fenn of the A 
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ticle of our Church, is a Sign of Regene. 
ration, oz new Birth, whereby, as by an 


Inſtrument, they that receive Baptiſm 
rightly, are grafted into the Church. We 
could wiſh alſo, that his Lordſhip, whilſt he 
was writing on the Subject of the Power of 
the Church, had remember'd his ſolemn Pro- 
feſſion, made at his Conſecration, in which 
he promiſed “ by the Help of Go Dp, to cor- 
& ref and puniſh, according to ſuch Authority 
& as he hath by Gop's Word, and as ſhould 


ce be committed to him by the Ordinance of | 
© this Realm, ſuch as be unquiet, diſobedient 


* and criminous, in his Dioceſe. 
Your Grace and Your Lordſhips have 


| ſeen the Tendency of the Doctrines, in the 


Sermon, to throw all Eccleſiaſtical Authority 
out of the Church. We now proceed to ſhew 
that the Doctrines, before delivered in the 
Preſervative, & c. have the ſame Tendency. 
Where, not to trouble Your Lordſhips 
with the Contempt thrown on a Regular 
Succeſſion of the Miniſtry, and of Your own 
Order in particular, for which his Lordſhip 
has found no better Words, than Trifles, Ni. 
ceties, Dreams, Inventions of Men, &c. we 


| obſerve, That as, in the Sermon, all Rulers 


and Judges in the viſible Church are laid 
aſide; fo, in the Book, all Church-Commu: 


nion is render'd unneceſſary, in order to in- 
title Men to the Favour of Gop; and every 


Man is referr'd, in theſe Caſes, to his private 
Judgment, as that which will juſtify even 


te worſt Choice he can make. Which 
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Which ſtrange Opinion his Lordſhip 
rounds on what he calls a Demonſtration in 


Page 89, 90. — Which is, indeed, nothing 
but the common and known Caſe of an er- 
roneous Conſcience, which was never, till 
now, allow'd wholly to j«/if; Men in their 
Errors, or in throwing off all the Authority 
of lawful Governours; for this is putting all 
ity Communions on an equal Foor, withour re- 
id gard to any intrinlick. Goodoels, or whether 
they be Right or Wrong; and making every 
Man, how illiterate and ignorant ſoever, 
his own ſole Judge and Director on Earth, 
in the Affair of Religion. | 
he The Uſe his Lordſhip intends from this 
ty Doctrine, is expreſs'd, Page go. © Every One 
« may find it in his own Conduct to be true, 
he That his Title to Go p's Favour, cannot 
depend upon his actual being or continuin 
depend upon gor g 


iS „in any particular Method, but upon his 
1 real Sincerity in the Conduct of his Conſci- 
© ence, and of his own Actions under it“. 


in And Page 91. is laid down this general Pro- 
„ polition, * The Favour of God follows Sin- 
« cerity, conſider'd as ſuch; and conſe- 
« quently, equally follows every equal De- 
id © gree of Sincerity.“ RR 

If Sincerity as ſuch [. e. meer Sincerity ] 
excluſive of the Truth or Falſhood of the 
Doctrine, or Opinion, be alone ſufficient for 
Salvation, or to intitle a Man to the Favour 
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the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, in Paragraph. 


ff of Goo; if no one Method of Religion be, 
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in it ſelf, preferable to another; the Con- 
cluſion muſt be, that all Methods are alike, 
in reſpe to Salvation, or the Favour of 
Gov. SE 

His Lordſhip has applied this Principle 
himſelf, in 4 Point of the tendereft Concern 


to the whole Reformation; and in Virtue of 


it, has left no Difference between the Popif 
and our reformed Church, but what is found- 
ed in perſonal Perſwaſion only, and not in 
the Truth of the Doctrines, or in the Excel. 


| Tency of one Communion above the other. | 
The Place we refer to, is at Page 85. © What 


is it that juſtif'd the Proteſtants--- in ſetting 
cc up their own Biſhops? Was it, That the 
& Popiſh Doctrines and Worſhip were actu. 
& ally corrupt, or that the Proteſtants were 
c perſwaded in their own Conſciences, that 


„ they were fo? The Latter without doubt: 


As appears from this Demonſtration ; Take 
„ away from them this Perſwaſion, they 
& are ſo far from being juftify'd, that they 


are condemn'd for their departure; give 


c them this Per ſwaſion again, they are 
& condemn'd if they do not ſeparate: Or, 
«© in another Manner, fuppoſe a Papiſt 
not perſwaded of that Corruption to ſe- 
<« parate, he is, for the Want of that Per- 
«& ſwaſion alone, condemn'd: Suppoſe a Pro- 


de teſtant, or one thoroughly perſwaded of 


that Corruption, to ſeparate, and he is 
« juſtify*d in ſo doing; or not to ſeparate, 
* and heis condemn'd ”. From this pretend- 

| ed 
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ed Demonſtration his Lordſhip infers, 0 If 


this were duly and impartially conſider'd, 
it would be impoſſible for Men, to un- 
« chriſtian, unchurch, or declare, out of 
© Govp's Favour, any of their Fellow-Crea- 
« tures, upon any leſſer, or indeed any other 
« Conſideration, than that of a wicked Dif- 
« honeſty and Inſincerity; of which, in theſe 
« Cafes,, Go p alone is Judge 2 
If it be true, that there is but one Conſi- 
deration, viz. That of wicked Diſhoneſty 
and Inſincerity, which will juſtify unchri- 
ſtianing, unchurching, or declaring out of 
Go'p's Favour; and of that one Con ſidera- 
tion, in theſe Caſes, Gop alone is ] 
there is evidently an End of all Church-Au- 


thority, to obligeany to external Communi- 


on, and of all Power, that one Man, in what 
Station ſoever, can have over another, in 
Matters of Religion. And this will ſhew, 
what his Lordſhip's true Meaning is, under 
the many Colours and Diſguiſes he makes uſe 
of, when he ſpeaks of Excommunication ; and 
that he does not write more againſt the Abuſe, 
than the V/eof it. Your Lordſhips will judge 
from hence, what View he has in pronounc- 
ing, at Page 101.“ humane Bencdictions, 
„% hamane Abſolutions, humane Denunciations, 
„ Hhumane Excommunications, have nothing 
to do with the Favour or Anger of Go p: 
“ And in treating them as humane Engines, 
% permitted to Work for a Time (like other 
Evils) by Providence, Page 101. as _ 
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Outcries of humane Terror, Page 99. as the 
Terrors of Men, and vain Words, Page 98. 


How his Lordſhip can, conſiſtently with 


theſe Opinions, make good his ſolmn Promiſe, 
made at his Conſecration, - To be ready 


& with all faithful Diligence, to baniſh and 
& drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Do- 


* Arines, contrary to Go D's Word, and 


© both privately and openly, to call upon and 
«© encourage others to do the ſame: ” And 
how he can exerciſe the high Office intruſted 
to him in the Church; or convey holy Orders 


to others, are Difficulties which himſelf only | 


can reſolve : And we humbly hope Your 


Grace and Your Lordſhips will think it pro- 
per to call for the Explication. 


(2.) In Maintenance of the Second Article, 


we offer Tour Lordſhips the following 


Particulars : 


THAT, whereas his Majeſty is, and by 
the Statutes of this Realm is declared 
to be, ſupream Head of the Church, and it 


is by the Statute 1 El/izabethe, Cap. 1. Enact- 


ed, That ſuch ſuriſdictions, Privileges, Su- 
“ periorities and Preheminences, Spiritual 
and Eccleſiaſtical, as by any Spiritual and 
* Eccleſiaſtical Power or Authority, Fath 
© heretofore been, or may lawfully be ex- 
& erciſed, or uſed, for the Viſitation of the 
« Eccleſiaſtical State and Perſons, and _ 
| I; 66 Re. 
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% Reformation, Order and Correction of the 
& ſame, and of all manner of Errors, Here- 
« fjes, Schiſms, Abuſes, Offences, Contempts 
% and Enormities, ſhall for ever, by Au- 
« thority of this preſent Parliament, be unit- 
« ed and annex'd to the Imperial Crown of 
« this Realm.“ In Conſequence of which, 


the Kings and Queens of this Realm have fre- 


quently iſſued forth their Proclamations, In- 
junctions and Directions in Matters of Reli- 
gion; and particularly his Majeſty, that now 
is, did iſſue his Directions, for preſerving of 
Unity in the Church, and the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith, concerning the Holy Trinity; 


bearing Date Decem. 11,1714. Georgii primo; 


Yer his Lordſhip, in Contradiction to this, 
affirms Page 14. Sermon; — If any Men 
upon Earth have a Right to add to the San- 
“ tions of his (i. e. Chriſt's) Laws; that is, 
«© to increaſe the Number, or alter the 
„Nature, of the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience 
„or Salvation: They are ſo far Kings in his 
« ſtead; and reign in their own Kingdom, 
« and not in his.” And to the ſame Purpoſe 
Page 18. The Sanctions of Chriſt's Law 
„are Rewards and Puniſhments. But of 
„hat ſort? Not the Rewards of this 
« World, not the Offices or Glories of this 


State; not the Pains of Priſons, Baniſh- 


* ments, Fines,. or any leſſer and more mo- 
« derate Penalties; nay not the much leſſer 
negative Diſcouragements, that belong to 

fs hu- 
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„ humane Society. He was far from think. 
„ ing, that theſe could be the Inſtruments 
« of ſuch a Perſwaſion, as he thought ac- 
& ceptable to God.” | 
And whereas the Scripture, and our own 
Liturgy from thence, has taught us to pray 
for Kings, and all that are put in Authority 
under them, that they may minifter Juſtice, 70 
the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs aud Vice, and to the 
Maintenance of true Religion and Vertue; His 
Lordſhip aſſerts, Page 20, Serm. As ſoon 
& as ever you hear of any of the Exgines of 


e this World, whether of the greater or the | 


„ leſſer Sort, you muſt immediately think, 
* that then and ſo far, the Kingdom of this 
* World takes Place. For if the very E\- 


„ ſence of Gon's Worſhip be Spirit and 


* Truth, if Religion be Vertue and Charity, 
de under the Belief of a ſupream Governor 
* and Judge; if true real Faith cannot be 
© the Effect of Force, and if there can be 


„ no Reward where there is no willing 


« Choice: Then in all, or any of theſe 
« Caſes, to apply Force or Flattery, worldly 
e Pleaſure or Pain, is to act contrary to the 
“ Tntereſts of true Religion, as it is plainly 
“ oppoſite to the Maxims upon which Chriſt 


“founded his Kingdom; who choſe the Mo- 


* tives which are not of this World, to ſupport 

% a Kingdom which is not of this World. 
The two firſt Caſes, here mentioned, re- 
late to what is eſſential in the Worſhip of 
Gov, and Religion; yet he declares, That 
to 


e fra rnd Yd 


EMI 

to encourage Religion by Temporal Rewards; 
is to act contrary to the Intereſt of true Re- 
ligion, as it is oppoſite to the Maxims on 
which Chriſt founded his Kingdom. This is 
to ſet the Worſhip of Gop and the Neglect 

of it, Religion and Irreligion, on an equal 

Foot in this World: As if becauſe they ſhall 

hereafter be diſtinguiſh'd by Rewards and 

Puniſhments, by the great Judge, therefore 
the Magiſtrate were excluded from interpo- 
fing with Rewards and Puniſhments ro di- 
2 nag them here, and tied up from ex- 
preſſing any Concern for His Honour, by 
whom and under whom he beareth Rule: 

This his Lordſhip further ſupports, Page 22. 
& And therefore, when you ſee our Lord, in 
« his Methods, ſo far removed from thoſe of 
© many of his Diſciples; when you read no- 
e thing in his Doctrine about his own King- 
& dom, of taking in the Concerns of this 
« World, and mixing them with thoſe of 
Eternity; no Commands, that the Frowns 
and Diſcouragements of this preſent State 
„ ſhould in any Caſe attend upon Conſcience 
and Religion; — no calling upon the Secalar 
« Arm, when-ever the Magiſtrate ſhould be- 
© come Chriſtian, to inforce his Doctrines, or 
to back his Spiritual Authority; but on the 


.* contrary, as plain a Declaration as a few 


Words can make, that his Kingdom is not of 
4 this World: I ſay, when you ſee this, from 
„ the whole Tenor of the Goſpel; ſo vaſtly. 
« oppoſite to many who rake tis Namie into 

f ®: | theit 


« their Mouths, the Queſtion with you ought 


to be, whither he did not know the Nature 
6 of his own Kingdom or Church, better than 
any ſince his Time? Whether you can ſup- 
% poſe, he left any ſuch Matters to be decided 
© againſt himſelf, and his own expreſs Profeſ- 


A & 


ligion, or Diſcouragement of Irreligion, are 
reckon'd to be Deciſions againſt Chriſt. © 
The Paſſages produced under this Head, 
are as deſtructive of the Legiſlative Power, 
as of the Regal Supremacy : But the Acts for 
Uniformity of Pablick Prayer, and the. Articles 
for Stabliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion, 
which, in the laſt of the ſaid Ads, are injoin- 
ed to be ſubfcribed, by ſeveral Degrees of 
Perſons Eccleſiaſtical, being the main Fence 
and Security of the Eſtabliſhed Church of 
England, They feem to be ſingled out by his 
Lordſhip, to be rendred odious. The Pal\- 
{age we refer to is to be found, Page 27, 28, 
29. Serm, © There are ſome profeſſed Chri- 
& ſtians, who contend openly for ſuch an Au- 
« thority, as indiſpenſably obliges all around 
* them to Unity of Profeſſion ; That is, to 
“ Profeſs even what they do not, what they 


cannot believe to be true. This ſounds ſo 
« grolly, that Others, who think they act a 


*« glorious Part in oppoſing ſuch an Enormity, 
are very willing, for their own Sakes, to retain 
* ſuch an Authority, as ſhall oblige Men, 
* whatever they themſelves think, though not 

; to 


„ flons?”? Where your Lordſhips will obſerve, 
that all Laws for the Encouragement of Re- 
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I am not able to ſay: becauſe they both 
« equally found the Authority of the Church 
„of Chriſt upon the Ruins of Sincerity and 
Common Honeſty; and miſtake S:upidiry 
and Sleep for Peace; becauſe they would 
both equally have prevented Nr A 
tion, Where it hath been, and will for ever 
* prevent it, where it is not already; and in 
* a Word, becauſe both equally diveſt Jeſus 
© Chriſt of his Empire in his own Kingdom; 
Set the Obedience of his Subjects looſe from 
* Himſelf, and Teach them to Proſtitute their 
Conſciences at the Feet of Others, who ha ve 
© no Right, in ſuch a manner, to Trample 
* upon them.” £ 5 

If Your Lordſhips conſider, by what Au- 
thority the Acts of Uniformity were Enacted, 
by whom the Articles were made, and by 
whom ratified and confirmed, You will diſ- 
. eern who they are, that are ſaid to diveſt 
F Jeſus C brit of his Empire in his own Kingdom, 
n and ſtand charged by his Lerdſhip, in the in- 
„ decent Language, of Trampling upon the Con- 
xt ſciences of Others. 
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| Your Lordſhips have now ſeen under the 
Firi#t Head, That the Church hath no Gover- 
nors, no Cenſures, no Authority over the Con- 


duct of Men, in Matters of Conſcience and 


Religion: Lou have ſeen, under the Second 
Head, That the Temporal Powers are excluded 
to diſcourage the contrary : | 

But, to do Juſtice to his Lordſhip's Scheme, 
and to ſer it before you in its full Light, we 
muſt obſerve, That he further aſſerts, that 
Chriſt himſelf (the only Power not yet ex- 


from any Right to encourage true Religion, or 


cluded ) ever doth inter poſe in the Direction 


of his Kingdom here. After obſerving, Page 
13. Serm. That Temporal Law. givers do 
often interpoſe to interpret their own Laws, 
he adds“ But it is otherwiſe in Religion, 
« or the Kingdom of Chriſt. He himſelf 
never interpoſeth, ſince his firſt Promulgation 
* of his Law, either to convey Infallibility 
« to ſuch as pretend to handle it over again; 
& Or to aſſert the true Interpretation of it, 
« amidſt the various and contradictory Opi- 
« ntons of Men about it.” To the ſame Pur- 
poſe he ſpeaks at Page 15, in a Paſſage before 
recited. 5 SE 


* 


* 


Singe then there are, in the Church, no 


Governours left; in the State, none, who 
may intermeddle 'in the Aﬀairs of Religion ; 
and fince Jeſus Chriſt himſelf never doth in- 
terpoſe; We leave ir'to Your Grace and Your 
Lordſhips to judge, Whether the Church and 


Kingdom of Chriſt be not reduced to a meer 


State 


* 
state of Anarchy and Conſuſion, in which 
every Man is left to do what is Right in his 
own Eyes e „ 
And we beg Leave to cloſe theſe Obſerva- 
tions in the Words of the Thirty Fourth Ar- 
ticle of our Church, Wholoever, through 
his private Judgment, willingly and pur- 
poſely, doth openly break (much more Teach 
and Encourage others to break) the Tradfff- 
ons and Ceremonies of the Church, which 
be not repugnant to the Wozd of God, 


and be O2dathed and App2oved by common 


Authority, otrght to be rebuked openly (that 
others may fear to do the like,) as one 
that offendeth againſt the common Dzder 
of. the Church, and hurteth the Atithozfty 
ok the Magtſtrate, and woundeth the Con- 
ſciences of weak Pzethzen. mA 0 


Having thus laid before Your Grace and 


Your Lordſhips the ſeveral Paſſages, upon 


which this Our humble Repreſentation is 
grounded, together with our Obſervations on 
them; We muſt profeſs our ſelves'to be equal- 


ly furprized and concern'd, that Doctrines of 


ſo evil a Tendency ſhould be advanced by a 


Biſhop of this Eſtabliſh'd Church, and that 


too in a manner ſo very remarkable That the 
Supremacy of the King ſhould be openly im- 
peached, in a Sermon delivered in the Royal 
Audience; And that the Conſtitution of the 


Church ſhould be dangerouſſy undermined, ina 


Book profeſſedly written againſt the Princi- 
Te © ples 


L 22 J 


ples and Practices of ſome who had departed 
from 1 : 

But. ſo it "hack. happened: this Right Reve- 
rend Biſhop, in his extream Oppoſitign to cer- 
tain unwatrantable Pretenſions to extravagant 
Degrees of Church-Power, ſeems to have 
been ſo far tranſported beyond his Temper 
and his Argument, as dot only to coademn 
the Abuſe, but even to deny the Uſe, and 
to deſtroy the Being of thoſe Powers, without 
which the Church, as a Society, cannot ſubſiſt, 
and by which our National Conſtitution, next 
under Christ, is chiefly ſupported. 

"Under theſe Apprehenſions, We could not 
but hold ourſelves obliged to repreſent our own 
Senſe, with that of our Brethren of the Cler- 
gy, to your Lordſhips, and to ſubmit the 
whole to Your-much weightier Judgment ; 
Which we do, as with the moſt unfeigned Sor- 
row for the unhappy Occaſion, and all beco- 
ming Deference to our Superiors, ſo with the 
moſt ſincere and diſintereſted Zeal, and with 


no other View in the World, but to give 


Check to the Propagation of theſe Erroneous 
Opinions; ſo deſtructive of all Government 
and Diſcipline in the Church, and ſo deroga- 
tory to the Regal Supremacy and Legiſlative 
Authority, as we preſume may have been 
ſufficiently evinced. Of which our Honeſt 
and Loyal In: entions we doubt not, but Your 
Lordſhips in Your known Goodneſs will fa- 
vourably apprize His Majeſty, if it ſhall be 
thought accdiul or expedient, i in order to 4s 

this 
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this Matter, together with our Proceedings 
thereupon, in a true and proper Light.” 
We are by no means infenfible, that there 
are divers other Offenſive Paſſages, in the 
Sermon and Book above-mentioned; which 
we for the preſent omit, as not falling ſo di- 
realy under the two Heads propoſed :: Nor 
are we ignorant, that ſeverah Offenſive 
Books have of late Time been 5publiſhed 
by other Writers, whoſe Confidence dork 


{oudly call for the Animadverſions of the 85 


nod; to which alſo We fhall be ready to 
contribute our Endea vours. But we We ap- 
prehended This to be a Caſe very Singular and 
Extraordinary, ſuch as deſer ved a ſeparata 
Conſideration, That a Biſhop of this Church 
ſhould in 4/s Writings, make void, and fer at 
naught thoſe very Powers, with which He 
himſelf is inveſted ; and which, by Virtue of 
his Office, he is bound to exerciſe: In particu- 
lar, as often as he confers holy Orders, inſti- 
tutes to any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, or inflicts 
Spiritual Cenſures. Nor were we lets appre- 
henſive, that the Eminence of his Lordihip's 
Station and Character, as it aggravates the 
Scandal, would alſo help to ſpread the il] In- 
fluence, both further and faſter, under that 
Colour of Argument, with which he endea- 


vour to cover theſe his pernicious Tenets. 


Tf Your Grace and Your Lordſhips, after 


| having maturely weighed the Premiſes, ſhall 


find juſt Cauſe for the Complaints, which have 
given riſe to this Repreſentation, we reſt aſſu- 


E 

red, that in Your Godly Zeal and great W. 
dom, Lou will not fail to enter upon ſom 
ſpeedy and effectual Method, to vindicate thi 
Honour of Go p and Religion, that hath bee 

ſo deeply wounded; To aſſert the Prerogatiy 
given to all godly Princes in holy Scriptur 
that hath been ſo manifeſtly invaded ; and te 
re-ſettle thoſe weak and wavering Minds 
which may have been inſnared or perplexec 
by any of the unſound Doctrines Taught and 
Publiſhed by this Right Reverend Biſhop 
Which Your Lordſhip's pious Counſels and 


Endeavours will be attended with the united 


Prayers of Us, our Brethren whom we repre 
ſent, and of all good Chriſtian People. 


